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Music: Christmas Folk Music

ad re-create some folk Christmas songs.

This topic and the activities below, are designed to develop the children’s knowledge
and understanding of folk music and how it has developed over the years and s still
relevant to modern music today. They will also have the opportunity to listen to and try

Activity 1

Discuss with an adult at home, are there any
Christmas folk songs that they know?e Any traditional
songs from your country/culture that are sung
around the same time of year as Christmas?

Activity 3

Listen to the different variations of ‘It's Beginning
to Look Like Christmas’

Which do you think is the folk version of the
songe¢

Why? :’

https://www.youtube.com/watchev=nJxONcxixi
c&list=PLCULNndnUE-_orkhJGsKhMTNRr4svimdo-
&index=48

https://www.youtube.com/watchev=QJ5DOWP

Activity 2

A well-known folk Christmas song is White
Winter Hymnal. The acapella group
Pentatonix have created their own version
of it where they use body percussion to
imitate the sounds of the instruments. Listen
to the original video, then try and follow the
tutorial to learn some of the body
percussion.

White Winter Hymnal:

https://www.youtube.com/watch2ev=010drRI3V
Q0

Whiter White Hymnal tutorial:

https://www.youtube.com/watch2ev=Di?arwudt
jfe]
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Activity 4

Listen to the song * Shchedryk (Carol of the Bells):
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=0UmvUy1LziE

This was originally a Ukranian folk song that has
been sung in many different ways over the years.
Below are some examples:

https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=SQadcm dw

EM

https://www.youtube.com/watchev=WSUFzCé fp8

ﬂ

Which do you prefer2 Why? W

I

Activity 5

Have a go at creating your own winter folk song
song.

What will the theme of the song be? Will it be
Christmase Will it be the kind of weather that
happens at that time of year? Will it be about the
food that is eaten or the different celebrations that
happen at that fime of year?

Write your lyrics out first in the form of a poem, then
fry thinking about what melody will sound best to
sing them to.

Try performing your new song tfo sombeody at home.

Remember to warm up your voice first!
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